
Hellenism andHebraism inTheChroniclesofNarnia

Abstract:

InTheChroniclesofNarniaLewisattemptstoescapethepresent,hisbooksreflecthis

attitudestowardscontemporaneityandnotescapist.TheChroniclesofNarniaisnot

onesingleform,butagroupingofbookswhichvaryinform,styleandgenre.Thoughit’s

achildren’sbookit’sreadbybothadultsandChildren.Inotherform enjoyedbychildren,

criticised by adults.The Chronicles of Narnia,can be interpreted in different

perspectives.Hellenism andHebraism shineexuberantly. 
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Introduction:

LiterallyspeakingHellenism referstothepeoplewholivedundertheinfluence

oftheancientGreekduringtheHellenisticperiodandtheRomanempire.Hebraism

describesaquality,character,natureormethodofthought,system ofreligionattributed

totheHebrewpeople. MatthewArnoldstalksaboutHellenism andHebraism inhisbook

called“CultureandAnarchy”inwhichhetalksHellenism andHebarism ‘thetwopoints

ofinfluencebetweenwhichtheworldmoves’. LewiscreationoftheworldofNarniaisa

directresponsetohisimmediateworld.Itisarejectionofmodernityonmanylevels

showingaprofoundpreferenceforpastoralsettingsandanalmostcompleteabsence

oftechnology.Thesevenbooksfollow thebiblicalstoryoftheworldfrom creation,

throughthefallofhumankind,tothefinaljudgementwithasocialstructurebased

looselyon Arthurian legend, Greek,Norse,Christian and manyothermythologies

throughoutinitsuseofancientmonarchicalstructures.WhereArnold’sHebraism and

Hellenism isexplicitlyseen.TheideawithHellenism istoseethingsastheyreallyare,



with Hebraism is conductand obedience.The governing idea ofHellenism is

spontaneityofconsciousness,Hebraism strictnessofconscience.

 Hellenism andHebraism

 Hellenism speaksofthinkingclearly,seeingthingsinthereessenceand

beauty,Asagrandandpreciousfeetformantoachieve,soHebraism speaksof

becomingconsciousofsin,ofawakeningtosenseofsin.Itisdealingwiththeheartand

conscience.Itispertainstoanintellectualsuperiorityareingeneralquietillusory.

Hellenism ismind,intellect_afreemindandafreeintellect,resistanttocan’tand

prejudice,connectedwithimaginationandemotion,opentoallexcellence,fast,present

andfuture.ArnoldHellenism issymbolic,helpustoseethingsastheyreallyarein

LewisNarnia.

LewisvividimaginationinNarniapopulatedbyremarkableanimalsand

creatures:someofthem looklike theanimalsinourworldtheytalk,somearehybrids,

beastsfrom mythology.FluffyMr.andMrs.Beavers,majesticUnicorns,slyanimals

which looklikeacrossbetweencatandadog,thefoxisagoodguyinNarnia,thelion

singing,wolvesareonthesideofthewhitewitchfluffierdogs,gryphonshavethebody

ofalionandtheheadandwingsofanangel.Nymphsarenaturespritsanddryadsa

typeofnymphliveintrees.It’sbodiesareformedfrom flowerpetalswhichgiveseerie

beauty.Faunsareanotherhybridwiththeupperbodyofahumanandlegsofagoat,it’s

Mr.Tumnus.Centaur,another hybrid,whicharehumanfrom thewaistup,withthe

lowerbodyofahorse.Phoenixes,elegantbirds helpinbattleagainstevil. Dwarf:The

blackarewithWhitewitch,whilethereadwithAslan.Minotaur,thishybridhasthehead

ofabullandthebodyofaman,noonewanttosnugglewithhim.Satyrjustfaunsthey

aregoatier.Cyclops,onlyoneeyedwithwhitewitch.Hag-withtheirbeaklikenoseand

mouth,thisladiesgiveusheebie-jeebies.Boggle,theirfacesmakeustofeelthatweare

goingtoendwithevilteam.Apartfrom thiscreaturewecouldseedragon,sea-people

aremerepeoplemonopodsaredufflepuds.ThereforeLewisdelightedinallformsof

Earth’smythologyitcreatesaviable,livingwhichmakereaderscomfortingandhome

like. From GreekandNordicmythsLewismakeHellenism inourmodernage.

Hebraism describesaquality,character,natureormethodofthought

orsystem ofreligion.Theactionofpeoplewhoareeitherignorantorresistant,strict,



narrow-mindedmethodofmoralcontactandself-control,Hebraism fastensit'sfaithin

doing,soLewisimpliesperfectionthroughreligioninhisNarnia.Sacrifice,anunique

themeinnatureintheTheLionWitchWardrobe,WhitewitchbetraysEdmundby

decidingtokillhim sothatprophecythatfourhumansputoverpowerandruleover

Narniawouldnotoccur.AslanlearnsofthisandsacrificestodieinsteadofEdmund.

EdmundtemptedwithTurkishdelightwithgreed,FatherChristmasgiftsbroughtfor

siblingsthisimplieseachChristianshaveownspecialspiritualgiftsfrom God.Retelling

incarnation,crucifixionandresurrectionispicturedbyLewis.

       ThewholeseriesNarniaworkslikethis.TheMagiciansNephewtellsthe

creationandhow evilenteredNarnia.From TheLionWhichWardrobethecrucifixion

andresurrectionPrinceCaspianrestorationofthetruereligionaftercorruption.The

HorseandHisBoy,makesusfeelthecallingandconversionoftheheathen.The

VoyageoftheDawnTreaderimpliesthespirituallife.TheSilverChairthecontinuing

warwithpowersofdarkness.TheLastBattleconveysthecomingoftheAntichrist(the

ape)theendoftheworldandthelastjudgement.Lewis Narniabookstendtodivide

audiencesinparticularbecauseoftheirreligiousmessage.TheChroniclesofNarnia

containseveralpassageswhichcanbereadeasily.Ithasallergoricalbiblicalepisodes.

Mostobviouslythebeginning ofNarniain‘TheMagiciansNephew’allegoriesthe

beginningoftheworldingenesis;Aslan’smurderintheallegorieschrist’spassion;and

finalscenesinthelastbattle‘areallegoricalofJudgementDay.AslanasChristfigure.

Allchildren’sliteratureisinescapablydidacticasittakestheprocess

ofsocialisation.Eveninfantasystoriesitisdifficulttoescapethevalues,routinesor

institutionswhichmakeoursocietyfunction.In“Culture andAnarchy”MatthewArnold

holds onperfection.Theaim ofTheChroniclesofNarniaisman'sperfectionand

salvationthesupremeideawithHelenism ortheGreekspiritistoseethingsastheyare,

Hebraism considersthatthebodyanditsdesiresareanobstacletorightaction.How

mancanperfecthimselformakinghim betterbehindHebraism andHellenism is

questioned.ArnoldacceptsthatRenaissance re-establishedHellenism

andman’sintellectualimpulsesinEuropeandpuritanism embracedtheblessingsof

bothHellenism andHebraism.
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