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1. Introduction: 

 

The portrayal of childhood and innocence in literature is a critical theme in contemporary Indian 

fiction, often explored through the lens of socio-political realities, historical contexts, and cultural 

narratives. In postcolonial India, childhood is not merely an age of purity and innocence but a 

site where complex interactions between class, gender, trauma, and national identity take place. 

Authors like R. K. Narayan, Ruskin Bond, Vikram Seth, Arundhati Roy, and Kiran Desai use 

childhood as a narrative tool to critique societal structures and reflect on the post-independence 

era’s political and social dynamics. 

 

This research aims to investigate how contemporary Indian authors represent childhood and 

innocence, focusing on how these concepts evolve in the context of growing up in a rapidly 

changing socio-political landscape. 

 

2. Research Objectives: 

 

To explore how childhood and innocence are represented in contemporary Indian fiction. 

 

To analyze the socio-political and cultural factors that influence these representations, 

especially the impact of class, gender, and family. 

 

To understand the loss of innocence in relation to the complex realities of postcolonial India. 

 

To examine how childhood serves as a lens for broader societal critique, reflecting on themes 

like identity, memory, and national history. 

 

3. Literature Review: 

 

The theme of childhood in Indian literature is often tied to the complexities of postcolonial 

identity, trauma, and societal change. In R. K. Narayan's Malgudi Days and Ruskin Bond's The 

Room on the Roof, childhood is depicted as a space of innocence that is challenged by family 

expectations and societal norms. Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things portrays childhood 

innocence amid the devastating impacts of caste and forbidden love, while Kiran Desai’s The 

Inheritance of Loss addresses the alienation and identity crises faced by children in a globalized 

world. Previous studies in postcolonial theory and childhood studies emphasize how literature 

reflects both the purity and corruption of childhood in the context of national identity and social 

hierarchies. 

 

 

 

 



4. Research Methodology: 

 

This study will utilize qualitative research methods, specifically close textual analysis of selected 

works: 

 

R. K. Narayan’s Malgudi Days 

 

Ruskin Bond’s The Room on the Roof 

 

Vikram Seth’s A Suitable Boy 

 

Kiran Desai’s The Inheritance of Loss 

 

Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things 

 

The research will draw on postcolonial theory, psychological criticism, and gender studies to 

analyze: 

 

The portrayal of childhood innocence and its loss. 

 

The influence of class, gender, and family dynamics on the representation of childhood. 

 

How childhood serves as a vehicle for larger social critiques. 

 

5. Research Questions: 

 

How is childhood innocence represented in contemporary Indian fiction, and how is it influenced 

by socio-political factors? 

 

How do class, gender, and family shape the portrayal of childhood in these novels? 

 

What role does memory and trauma play in the depiction of childhood and its loss in 

postcolonial Indian literature? 

 

How does the representation of childhood reflect broader national issues such as identity, caste, 

and globalization? 

 

6.Conclusion: 

 

This study will contribute to the field of Indian literature and childhood studies by exploring how 

authors from diverse backgrounds portray childhood, innocence, and the complex forces that 

shape these experiences. By examining the works of contemporary Indian authors, the research 

will highlight the critical role of childhood as a narrative tool for addressing broader socio-

political issues in postcolonial India 


