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S. Vinodhini M.A

Research proposal on
Impact of immigration in the select works of chitra Banerjee Divakaruni
Thesis statement

It portrays her major novels such as The Mistress of Spices, Sister of My Heart, and Queen of
Dreams deal with such women who constantly negotiate for a new space in the foreign land with
their traditional roots in their native land. This paper attempts to assess the multitude of
challenges that these women characters face, critically discusses their strategies of negotiating
their space by judiciously assimilating with the new culture and recreating an identity for their

own selves.
Research Questions

1. What is the biggest challenge in immigration?

2. How does immigration affect the home country?
Summary

Divakaruni’s selected novels like Sister of My Heart, Mistress of Spices, Queen of Dreams its
portray the problems faced by the Indian immigrants on the grounds of identity, racism, and

acculturation.

She mainly shares her views on women searching for their identity. Divakaruni's characters
reflect the predicament of being caught between two conflicting cultures the Indian and the
American, two different approaches to life, the internal and the external, and how the immigrants
try to assimilate and acculturate with their new identity and the new culture, coping with the new

language, culture and environment.
Review of literature

It strongly depicts the multicultural conflict of the Indian immigrant women Sudha and Anju,

determined to create an identity of their own in the postcolonial world. Born and brought up in a



very traditional family system, Anju's notion of a marital life is challenged as she lands up in her

husband's home.
Research Tool : Theory
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s immigration Discourse Theory

According to Divakaruni that her novels are full of immigrant characters who strongly feel their
Indian roots while staying as immigrants in America. Their lives are marked by a constant tussle

between two contradictory cultures and lifestyles.
Chapterisation
Chapter 1 Introduction

As an Indian writer who had migrated to a foreign land she has an unparallel insight into an
immigrant’s daily struggle to adapt to the new culture without sacrificing her own tradition and
culture. However, the struggle gets tougher and more challenging as her immigrant women

characters combat with racial discrimination outside and patriarchal values inside the house.
Chapter 2 cultural conflict in immigration

The diasporic issues of identity homelessness, alienation, struggle for assimilation, separation ,
racial issues are realistically dealt in her fictional works. One can witness the cultural indenty
crisis experienced by second generation in Divakaruni's novel Queen of Dreams. Indian and

American, two different approaches to life, the internal and the external.
Chapter 3 summation

The most amazing part of her creation of her characters is the enthusiasm that she shows in
them to assimilate with the western society even when racial discrimination constantly
interrogates their identity. In spite of several diasporic dilemmas experienced by the characters,
her characters like Rakhi, Anju and Sudha successfully assimilated the western culture and

created their own identities in the new land.
Work cited

Divakaruni, Chitra Banerjee. The Mistress of Spices. London: Black Swan, 1997. Print.
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- - -. Queen of Dreams. New York: Anchor Books, 2004. Print.
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S. Vinodhini M.A

Research proposal on
Impact of immigration in the select works of chitra Banerjee Divakaruni
Thesis statement

It portrays her major novels such as The Mistress of Spices, Sister of My Heart, and Queen of
Dreams deal with such women who constantly negotiate for a new space in the foreign land with
their traditional roots in their native land. This paper attempts to assess the multitude of
challenges that these women characters face, critically discusses their strategies of negotiating
their space by judiciously assimilating with the new culture and recreating an identity for their

own selves.
Research Questions

1. What is the biggest challenge in immigration?

2. How does immigration affect the home country?
Summary

Divakaruni’s selected novels like Sister of My Heart, Mistress of Spices, Queen of Dreams its
portray the problems faced by the Indian immigrants on the grounds of identity, racism, and

acculturation.

She mainly shares her views on women searching for their identity. Divakaruni's characters
reflect the predicament of being caught between two conflicting cultures the Indian and the
American, two different approaches to life, the internal and the external, and how the immigrants
try to assimilate and acculturate with their new identity and the new culture, coping with the new

language, culture and environment.
Review of literature

It strongly depicts the multicultural conflict of the Indian immigrant women Sudha and Anju,

determined to create an identity of their own in the postcolonial world. Born and brought up in a



very traditional family system, Anju's notion of a marital life is challenged as she lands up in her

husband's home.
Research Tool : Theory
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s immigration Discourse Theory

According to Divakaruni that her novels are full of immigrant characters who strongly feel their
Indian roots while staying as immigrants in America. Their lives are marked by a constant tussle

between two contradictory cultures and lifestyles.
Chapterisation
Chapter 1 Introduction

As an Indian writer who had migrated to a foreign land she has an unparallel insight into an
immigrant’s daily struggle to adapt to the new culture without sacrificing her own tradition and
culture. However, the struggle gets tougher and more challenging as her immigrant women

characters combat with racial discrimination outside and patriarchal values inside the house.
Chapter 2 cultural conflict in immigration

The diasporic issues of identity homelessness, alienation, struggle for assimilation, separation ,
racial issues are realistically dealt in her fictional works. One can witness the cultural indenty
crisis experienced by second generation in Divakaruni's novel Queen of Dreams. Indian and

American, two different approaches to life, the internal and the external.
Chapter 3 summation

The most amazing part of her creation of her characters is the enthusiasm that she shows in
them to assimilate with the western society even when racial discrimination constantly
interrogates their identity. In spite of several diasporic dilemmas experienced by the characters,
her characters like Rakhi, Anju and Sudha successfully assimilated the western culture and

created their own identities in the new land.
Work cited

Divakaruni, Chitra Banerjee. The Mistress of Spices. London: Black Swan, 1997. Print.



- - -. Sister of My Heart. London: Penguin, 1997. Print.

- - -. Queen of Dreams. New York: Anchor Books, 2004. Print.
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XX
X%

Date: D¢. 0T- 625 Professor d//'/ (\‘?Zéiéa)gm
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~ Relation's Name : Sivasubramanian



Clommmmnty Certifiont I.N;v, Hedlistiiets U g e BAAY gpiilie e Gxel wilinirdnst b1 T2 TRES
i Uy Certicnte

RoD0s 1 107288 7 20122011 witent A e uTly ereda [ st Lot 2 ,1:

BC

aneufiae e1aoot /Cortificate Mo
I U““/f\":' fl/\(\“/““h

ULt iy TG stedn [ Talub Cide O ["

A,h}m/,;i. IIl,![}Il?(i,‘ crend | Nillage tegle o 6 , 1 [ll

anda aneoho i
COMMUNITY CIRTIFICATE

A@ABDSES narin Qana@ant.enr. ailith sy Aymntin [ payin 4a6] s6in 6/117 , st v
Guuiguy ia et Canalldr Qma,, Gaaeiich cbldein Gaceli sh Qo dlefl e, Wi
Aanan iy neduiar oo Co GONCHL SOOI QLI BTG S(f0 L emned flaar) a7, L
tnmoin IRaan MU NMailer heodmeom et 19.0/. 1994 enfilens aresa 10 Gty g Gifilcfles s
amfitheert aeord anermoda miinEms|.

This s to cortily that Vinothing S daughter of Thira sivasubramanian rosichng at (st 641317 yattalal
kudyiruppu pillayar kovil street, Stroot, Karkudy Villaga / Tovm of Shencottal (alul of Tirunelveli Castees of
the State of Tamil Nadu holongs to Senaithalaivid Community, vitueli i teconnized ae a Backpared Clans e ger
Government Order (MaY "o, 28, Backve rd Classes hnd Most Bacloard Classes, Welfare, dated 19t July 1974 4 e
Serial No, 105, ‘

1L Qacved e Gamrdlef  aeuaimin s @GinudGAaranin  sfilonm i) 4) (1,160 B61105)
WIQULLGAD QamGHrL e, Qi Lafi smwly. Amossa/maysfle,asc) ama 6/117, , sk
Guyuil@guy , M eemunit CGamelled Qpe, o, g ciloonassios cublsg umAlipnhizen sisas
anesmoedlsa UG Hmz).

2. 1U1s certined that _vinothini » ond ner tamily ordinarily reside{s) at Door Ho, 6/ 247, philayas rouvii si1o.;
Street, kattalai kudyiruppu, Karkudi Village: / Town of Shencottai Talulk of Tirunelveli Oistrict of Taroil Hado.

Blsitema Quurrtiuith/Digital Signature : 23-12-2015 il 0:22:51 PM Gy 4A)d) fruuLg
QuUwft/Narne @ funarenthan 5

ugHaN /Designation @ WOEGALGY Gleowssa eul_ L St / Zonal Leputy Tansildar

Qb /Place : QamGamienl. aulLtd / Shencottar Taluk , A, QneoGeucd oneul i / Tirunelyeli Dimtrict

®miuy/ Remarks :

L. 6850006 20-01-2016 Sy 2:52:11 PM Ciyaide INEB1G65ULL1g).

The certificate was printed on 20-01-2016 at 2:52:11 PM hre.

2. spouem  eflugmismer Gugn 2  Qaiwgbanee  Coira@ s SN  eulLm_&lwr
APIULHSHMS SIS 2 DI UG SHHNGAsTEenayLD.

For Further certificate confirmation and details,you may approach the Tahzildar concerned,

| U6 eNeughsaen 2 gus Qe ;

| E]% v ] | (o1) E9D8768FGAGB7B8G 61631 (1) el L smeafisw 6165AC6A
Ha ¥ on gl https://edistricts.tn.gov.in/revenue/verifyCertificate.html| 60 LRI (N Qailigy
afumnéaeayn.
(&) @aUGUE Gagrefdr2D barcode uiglumes eeOLd  Udgl 3G/GPRS  cuifl
x;é | Denstmugenaflcd afuniva s,
"

; %’:%Jf — i Genuineness of the certificate can be verified by '

‘ 31 (a) Keying in the unique certificate number E9DB768FGAGB87BB6 in the UPL |
f ‘ https://edlstrlcts.tn.gov.ln/revcnuc/vr:rlfy(:crtiflcalc.html

(b) Reading the 2D barcode with mobile barcode reader and seeing online using 3G/GPRS.




