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Intersections of Identity and Power: A Cultural Study of Postcolonial Narratives in       

Contemporary English Literature 

Researcher: 

T.Rini 

Ph.D. Applicant, Department of English 

kalasalingam Academy of Research and Education 

rinitrini856@gmail.com 

Abstract: 

This study investigates how contemporary postcolonial English literature interrogates and 

reconstructs cultural identities in response to colonial legacies. By employing cultural studies 

methodologies and critical theories of identity, power, and resistance, the research explores how 

authors from formerly colonized societies articulate agency and cultural hybridity in their 

narratives. This work aims to contribute to interdisciplinary discourse by situating literary texts 

within broader socio-political and historical frameworks, thereby deepening our understanding of 

postcolonial subjectivity and global cultural transformations. 

 Introduction: 

The field of cultural studies in English literature has increasingly focused on the ways literature 

functions as a site of cultural negotiation, resistance, and identity formation. Postcolonial 

literature, in particular, serves as a powerful platform to examine the enduring effects of 

imperialism and the complexities of cultural identity. Authors such as Chimamanda Ngozi 

Adichie, Salman Rushdie, Arundhati Roy, and Zadie Smith navigate linguistic, cultural, and 

political terrains that challenge hegemonic narratives. This research will analyze selected works 

from these authors to interrogate how they depict the intersections of race, gender, language, and 

power. 

Research Questions: 

• How do contemporary postcolonial English writers reconstruct cultural identities 
shaped by colonial and global influences? 

• In what ways do their texts challenge Eurocentric narratives and dominant cultural 
paradigms? 

• How do themes of hybridity, diaspora, and resistance operate within postcolonial 
cultural narratives? 

Literature Review: 

Foundational works by Edward Said (Orientalism), Homi Bhabha (The Location of Culture), and 

Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak (Can the Subaltern Speak?) have shaped the discourse of 

postcolonial theory. Cultural theorists such as Stuart Hall and Paul Gilroy extend this inquiry 

into identity, diaspora, and resistance. Recent scholarship increasingly explores the evolving 



nature of postcolonialism in a globalized context, emphasizing cross-cultural encounters and 

transnational identities. 

 Methodology: 

The study will utilize qualitative textual analysis, informed by cultural studies frameworks. Key 

theoretical lenses will include postcolonial theory, critical race theory, and feminist theory. The 

research will engage with both primary literary texts and secondary critical sources, examining 

narrative structure, character representation, and intertextuality. 

 Primary Texts (Tentative): 

• Half of a Yellow Sun by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

• Midnight’s Children by Salman Rushdie 

• The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy 

• White Teeth by Zadie Smith 

Significance of the Study: 

This research will contribute to the field of English literary studies by offering a nuanced 

understanding of how contemporary postcolonial authors use literature as a cultural artifact to 

challenge oppression and articulate new forms of identity. It will foster interdisciplinary 

engagement between literature, sociology, and cultural theory. 

Expected Outcomes: 

The project expects to produce a comprehensive analysis that not only contributes to academic 

discourse but also invites rethinking of cultural narratives within a postcolonial and globalized 

literary framework. 
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